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Top in-house counsel recognised at the 12th annual Lexology Global Counsel Awards in association with 
the Association of Corporate Counsel

London, United Kingdom – Lexology, together with the Association of Corporate Counsel (ACC), hosted the 
12th annual Global Counsel Awards in New York’s magnificent Cipriani 42nd Street last night. The gala event 
celebrated the achievements of in-house counsel recognised by their peers as excelling in their chosen fields. 
This year’s event was attended by 300 senior lawyers from across the world, including in-house counsel from 
more than 100 companies.  

As Simon Fish, vice chair of board of directors at the ACC, explained:

“There are many ways to generate value when working in-house, but 
the true leaders are those who combine their legal skills with more 
intangible attributes such as effective communication, efficiency, 
commercial awareness, and an ability to innovate.”

To identify the winners, the research team conducted in-depth analysis of in-house lawyers and legal 
departments worldwide, receiving more than 4,000 nominations globally. Respondents were asked to 
focus on criteria such as effective communication, legal understanding, commercial awareness, depth and 
strength of team and management skills. The following awards were presented: Competition, Corporate 
Tax, Employment, General Commercial, Intellectual Property, Litigation, M&A, Regulatory (Financial and 
Non-financial), Rising Star, Compliance Innovator of the Year, Thought Leader of the Year and Lifetime 
Achievement. 

Valerie Kitay of Savanna was named General Counsel of the Year after receiving multiple individual 
nominations from colleagues and partners at leading law firms. One respondent enthused:  

“She exhibits suburb judgment and demeanour as she deals with the 
principals and founders of her firm, her fellow employees, outside and 
opposing counsel and business leaders. She is a calm and compassionate 
communicator, based in part on her genuine respect for all the people, 
senior to junior, she works with.”  

The event sponsors were Allen & Overy LLP; Axinn LLP; Day Pitney LLP; Dechert LLP; Dentons; Drinker 
Biddle & Reath LLP; Duval & Stachenfeld LLP; Finnegan, Henderson, Farabow, Garrett & Dunner LLP; Fish 
& Richardson PC; Hunton Andrews Kurth LLP; Kelley Drye & Warren LLP; Morrison & Foerster LLP; Reed 
Smith LLP; Sidley Austin LLP; Sullivan & Cromwell LLP; Winston & Strawn LLP and Wolf, Greenfield & 
Sacks, PC.  

For more information and a complete list of winners, visit www.GlobalCounselAwards.com. 
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About the Association of Corporate Counsel
The Association of Corporate Counsel (ACC) is a global legal association that promotes the common professional and business 
interests of in-house counsel who work for corporations, associations and other private-sector organisations through 
information, education, networking opportunities and advocacy initiatives. With more than 40,000 members in 85 countries, 
employed by over 10,000 organisations, the ACC connects its members to the people and resources necessary for both personal 
and professional growth – By in-house counsel, for in-house counsel.®  For more information, visit www.acc.com and follow 
the ACC on Twitter: @ACCinhouse.

Lexology 
Launched in 2007, Lexology delivers the most comprehensive source of international legal updates, analysis and insights. We 
publish in excess of 450 articles every day from over 800 leading law firms and service providers worldwide across 50 work 
areas in 25 languages. These updates are read by an international audience of over 330,000 senior legal professionals. www.
Lexology.com 
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